
mpag 
 
 
 
 
 
FOR RELEASE IN THE U.S. ON MARCH 5, AT 6 A.M. EST (3 A.M. PST), THE TIME OF THE 
NOON PRESS CONFERENCE AT THE ADLON HOTEL IN BERLIN 
 
 
 
Press Contacts:   
Wayne Wilson:  805-729-5897 
Web site Contact: Rich Teich, 415-751-1590 
 
       
 

INTERNATIONAL GROUP LAUNCHES PLAN FOR 
GLOBAL COMMONS 

 
 
March 5, 2008, Philadelphia – An unprecedented move to gather worldwide commentary on a new “global 
commons” was announced today in Berlin by an international coalition including the Philadelphia nonprofit 
organization, Centre for Global Negotiations.  
 
The proposal calls for wide-ranging discussions on a common action plan, authored by the world’s people, to 
address transnational problems and create checks and balances on the world’s governmental and corporate 
sectors. 
  
The strategy for this integrated global dialogue was outlined by HRH Prince El Hassan bin Talal of Jordan, 
chairman of a group of international leaders who will shepherd the consultation process.  Joining him at the 
press conference were (alphabetically listed): Scilla Elworthy of the United Kingdom, Frithjof Finkbeiner of 
Germany, Olivier Giscard d’Estaing of France and James B. Quilligan of the United States. 
 
“If we do not have this conversation and realize a new framework for the global commons during the next 
several years, the bilateral economic and religious tensions we have been experiencing will almost certainly 
result in world conflict,” said Prince Hassan. 
 
“It is time to listen, engage in dialogue and ask the people of the world to decide on a responsible course of 
action,” he said. 
 
An international partnership -- called the Coalition for the Global Commons – will use advanced internet 
software on an interactive web site, http://www.global-commons.org/, as well as personal discussions, 
international meetings and electronic surveys. It is backed by such organizations as the Centre for Global 
Negotiations, CIVICUS, Ethical Markets Media, LLC, and Global Marshall Plan Initiative.  
 
The Coalition aims at tapping global opinion and expertise on problems that transcend national borders which 
neither governments nor businesses are equipped to address.  Among those issues are the global environment, 
poverty and an emergency relief program for the world’s poorest nations.  Consultations will also consider 
reform of the global economy, the creation of fees on international transactions to fund sustainable 
development, and new multilateral institutions for global governance. 
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The dialogue is expected to last two years, with efforts to draw in stakeholders from around the world, such as 
civil society organizations, scientific and religious communities, members of business and government, and the 
media.  Thousands of partners from charitable, environmental, educational, activist, feminist and other arenas 
are expected to add their voices to a plan that will continually evolve throughout the two-year consultation 
period. 
 
Results of the consultation will be ratified and made public at a conference of international representatives in 
early 2010. 
 
“Some of these matters have been explored by international groups before, but never on this scale,” Prince 
Hassan noted.  “For the first time, international representatives from every sector -- government, business and 
civil society -- are being invited to participate.  All cross-border issues are on the table for discussion.” 
 
He added that the talks could become a global referendum -- a “people’s voice”--on the world’s interdependent 
issues.   
 
He said that new technology, combined with expanding global networks and rising public concern, has made 
possible this unique attempt to bring forth worldwide consensus on urgent global issues.  The web site will use 
Confluence, an advanced form of wiki software, for discussion forums and policy recommendations. 
 
Prince Hassan’s group, called the Eminent Council, will serve as an advisory body for the international 
consultation process, which will be managed by a secretariat.  Input from individuals and groups of all kinds 
will be gathered on the web site.  Meanwhile, changes will be made to the evolving plan by editors and policy 
decision-makers working with the Secretariat. 
 
The discussions will be organized into the following themes: 
(1) Living the Principles of Global Spirituality, Ethics and Values 
(2) Achieving the Millennium Development Goals 
(3) Protecting our Common Global Resources 
(4) Restructuring Global Economic Rules & Institutions 
(5) Establishing New Forms of Governance 
(6) Generating Multilateral Financing through the Implementation of International  
     Standards 
(7) Realizing Human and Social Potentials 
 
 
 
              ### 
 
Notes:  
Wayne Wilson is a board member of the Centre for Global Negotiations 
Rich Teich, who helped create the interactive web site, is a member of the San Francisco group of the 
Global Marshall Plan USA, a branch of the Network of Spiritual Progressives 
 
The Centre for Global Negotiations informs and educates the public, media, business, and governments about 
the interdependence of global development issues.  Formed in 2001, the CGN has created a comprehensive 
update of the 1980 Brandt Commission Report, worked closely with the Commission for Africa to develop an 
agenda for the 2005 G8 Summit, and is now an active partner in the Coalition for the Global Commons. 
 
 
 
 

 



PRESS CONFERENCE  SPEAKERS 
  

 

HRH Prince El Hassan bin Talal (Jordan) – HRH has initiated, founded and is 
actively involved in a number of Jordanian and international institutes and 
organisations. HRH is a founding member of the Parliament of Cultures which 
was established in Istanbul in July 2002, the purpose of which is to promote 
understanding among cultures of the world and to enhance dialogue among 
their thinkers and intellectuals. In September 2003, HRH was elected Chairman 
of an Independent Eminent Experts group, to implement the Declaration and 
Programme of Action of the World Conference against Racism, Racial 
Discrimination, Xenophobia and Related Intolerance that took place in Durban in 
2001. 

 

 

Dr. Scilla Elworthy (UK) founded Oxford Research Group in 1982, and was 
Executive Director until December 2003 and Chair of the Board until April 2007. 
It is for this work that she was awarded the Niwano Peace Prize in 2003 and 
nominated three times for the Nobel Peace Prize. She then founded Peace 
Direct, which grew out of ORG’s conflict prevention work, became an 
independent NGO with charitable status during 2004, and was named Best New 
Charity at the Charity Awards 2005. Scilla is a prolific writer, notably of studies 
on the role of women in international relations 

 

Dr. Olivier Giscard d'Estaing (France) is chairman of the INSEAD Foundation, 
of the European League for Economic Cooperation France and of the COPAM 
(Comité pour un Parlement Mondial). The founding dean and director general of 
INSEAD, he has served as a member of the French Parliament (from 1968 to 
1973), vice-chairman of the European Movement (from 1978 to 1992), and a 
member of the Conseil Économique et Social de France (from 1994 to 1999). 
Dr. Giscard d’Estaing is a published author and has also served as mayor of 
Estaing (Aveyron) and Governor of the Atlantic Institute. 

 

 

Frithjof Finkbeiner (Germany) – In 2003 he founded, together with Franz Josef 
Radermacher, Josef Riegler, and Uwe Möller, the Global Marshall Plan Initiative 
together with two dozen other dedicated people. He has assisted in establishing 
several non-governmental organizations, for example the Rotarian Action Group 
for Population and Development (RFPD) and Foundation of the Rights of Future 
Generations. In 2003 he and his wife Karolin founded the Global Marshall Plan 
Foundation (Hamburg) to fund and to coordinate that Initiative.  

 

 

James Bernard Quilligan (USA) – An analyst and administrator in the field of 
international development since 1975, he has served as policy advisor and 
writer for many international politicians, leaders and the Brandt Commission 
(1978-1984). Quilligan is currently the managing director of Brandt 21 Forum 
and the Centre for Global Negotiations. He is also serving as the American 
coordinator of the Global Marshall Plan Initiative and Policy Development 
Coordinator of the Coalition for the Global Commons. [Photo: Lindy Powers] 

 




